
Purpose of Chapter 6  
 
The information presented in this chapter highlights some of the more significant environmentally 
sensitive areas within the GRP region that could be impacted as a result of an oil spill.  Consistent 
with the overall purpose of the GRP’s, this information is only intended to provide a level of detail 
required during the initial phase of spill response.  During an actual event, additional resource 
information will be available from the resource trustee agencies supporting the Environmental Unit in 
the Planning Section.  Specific resource concerns for areas that already have designated protection 
strategies in Chapter 4 of the GRP may be found in the “Resources Protected” column in the matrix 
describing the individual strategies.  
 
The information provided in Chapter 6 is intended for use in: 
 

o Preparing an initial ICS 232 form (Resources-at-Risk summary) for Incident Command 
 

o Identifying those sites where it may be necessary to implement Flight Restriction Zones in 
order to prevent disturbance/injury to sensitive wildlife species. 

 
o Identifying sensitive shoreline habitats to assist SCAT teams in their initial assessments and 

to help personnel in the Environmental Unit in developing appropriate cleanup strategies. 
 
Chapter 6 consists of two sets of maps and tables - one for wildlife and the other for fish, shellfish 
and selected sensitive marine habitats.  These data are presented separately, both for ease of reading 
and because each of the two data sets has slightly different applications within the context of spill 
response.   
 
The wildlife maps and tables present information on the location and seasonal sensitivity of key 
wildlife resources.  Types of data included here are concentration areas for waterfowl, marine birds 
and shorebirds; seabird colonies; nesting areas for sensitive species such as eagles, herons and 
falcons; and marine mammal haulout sites.  This information is intended for the rapid identification 
of areas where significant wildlife oiling impacts could be anticipated and to denote areas where 
flight restriction zones may be required to protect sensitive wildlife.  Each site depicted on these 
maps is identified by a unique number in order to facilitate the process of communicating Flight 
Restriction Zone recommendations to the Operations Section in ICS.  The tables accompanying the 
wildlife maps present information on the season(s) during which sites may be particularly sensitive to 
disturbance. 
 
The fish/shellfish/marine habitat maps present general information on the location of baitfish 
spawning beaches, herring spawning areas, streams used by anadromous salmonids, hardshell clam 
concentrations, and kelp and eelgrass beds.  This information will be most useful to personnel 
involved in assessing initial risks to fish and shellfish resources and to those conducting initial beach 
reconnaissance, pending availability of more detailed resource information and the formation of 
SCAT teams.  
 
Because the operational uses of this information differ from those of the wildlife data, individual site 
identification numbers have not been assigned.  Tables associated with these maps will identify the 
seasonal sensitivity of each resource.  In addition, notes accompanying each table will provide 
information on the general distribution and seasonal sensitivity of those resources that are not 
mapped but may occur anywhere in the GRP region (ex. juvenile salmonids in shallow nearshore 
waters). 


















































